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Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God 
 
A well proven fact is that good news stories do not sell newspapers. Doug Golding, famous 
journalist and lecturer writes,  
"The worse the news, the better the news story. In all the media, war is more newsworthy than 
peace; suffering than happiness; death than life. The worse the news is, the more we think, ‘We are 
lucky. Our life is good.' 
 
In many ways, life is full of tragedy as well as blessings.  Charlie Chaplin once said, 'life is a 
tragedy in close-up but a comedy in long-shot'. 
 
And so, we compare our lot in life with others: 
a plane crash is terrible but we are not only glad not to be on it - we only fly Qantas. 
civil war is about uncivilized people who can't help themselves - we are not like that. 
the shooting of school-children in the US is unbelievable - but they love guns, we don't. 
 
Our story today is a 'good news' story and certainly does 'not sell newspapers' - as the saying goes. 
In fact, according to some, it is now boring, out-dated and belongs more to old-fashioned myth 
than anything else, and, the greatest cause for rejection is the bit about the angels. 
 
Technically, it is called anthropomorphism - nothing more than a figment of the imagination. 
 
Do you believe in angels? 
Abba does and made a big hit out of it. 
So too, Sarah Mclaughlin, Johnny Farnham, Elton John, U2, Rod Stewart, Petra, Berlin and 50 
other pop songs who all sing about "angels". 
 
The shepherds were ordinary people going about their daily life - but this night something 
unexpected happened that changed their lives forever - an angel appeared and spoke to them! 
Imagine it. The sheep were in clusters, some of the shepherds talking while others were playing a 
game with a rough bat and ball which the Bradman Museum at Bowral suggests may have been an 
early form of modern day cricket. 
 
From the night-sky lit up by stars, suddenly an angel came from nowhere and eye-balled the 
shepherds ... imagine the look on their faces ... Luke uses a unique word (v9) which means they 
"feared a great fear" or compound fear - it literally terrified them. 
 
Similar with Zachariah in the Temple (Luke 1.12) who was 'disturbed and agitated'; 
 
Likewise to Daniel (8.17) who 'fell down terrified', and so on with Jacob, Lot, Gideon, Samson and 
Hagar - all those were 'afraid' too. 
 
But the angel reassures the shepherds, "don't be terrified ... I have good news for you which will make 
every one happy ..."  
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And than announces, "This very day in King David's hometown a Saviour was born for you. He is 
Christ the Lord. You will know who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and 
lying on a bed of hay."  
 
Do you believe in angels? 
Elvis did, Cliff Richard does and so does Kate Blanchett, Sandra Bullock, David Beckham, 
Cameron Diaz and Gloria Hunniford. 
 
Following this, many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising God, singing, 
"Praise God in heaven! Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God." 
 
As to how many angels were there praising God  to the shepherds, do not know!   
 
How many angels God has with him in heaven, we do not know - 'innumerable' in Hebrews 12! 
 
How many angels God created we do not know! 
 
Jesus said (Matt 26.53) the Father would give him "twelve legions" (36 to 72,000) angels to protect 
him if he wanted them ... but it is not the number but a symbol of the awesomeness of God's power 
compared to the puniness of man and his mighty armies and the powerlessness of Satan who is a fallen 
and defeated angel. 
 
According to Fred Gettings, in His book Dictionary of Demons, in Occult Lore (L O R E) there are 
3,000 demons with names - fallen angels who exercised their free-will and followed Lucifer into 
rebellion against God. 
What we do know from the Greek language is the word 'angel' means 'messengers of God'  - taken 
literally, God communicates through them. 
 
From the bible, we know there are ministering angels who test, judge, record and reveal things to 
humans as this angel did to the shepherds. 
 
Similarly, we also know there are angels who declare the works and revelations of God and his mighty 
wonders. 
 
We also know there is rank and file amongst them - Cherabim, Seraphim, Archangels called, Michael, 
Gabriel and Raphael and other angels. 
 
Michael is the protector 
Gabriel is the guardian of truth 
Raphael looks after companionship 
 
Do you believe in angels? 
All the major religions in the world believe in them and there are 289 references to them in the 
Christian Bible alone. Muslims believe in them and the Archangel Gabriel delivered the word of 
God to them. 
 
Abraham Lincoln believed in them, so did Banjo Paterson and Winston Churchill and so many 
throughout history and modern times as well. 
 
And so the shepherds went and saw the child and they told his parents what the angel had said about 
their baby and, "everyone listened and was surprised. But Mary kept thinking about all this and 
wondering what it meant."  
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Mary had her own encounter with an angel 
but now the reality of it was happening! 
 

Until the 17th century, science and the belief in angels worked side-by-side the only problem was, 
scientists tended to put 'angels' into where they did not understand.  To the question, 'What keeps 
the planets in their orbit?' No scientific answer was found, so they concluded it was one of the jobs 
angels did! 

Voted the greatest scientific genius of all time, Isaac Newton (who was born premature and weak 
on Christmas day 1642 - his father already dead) believed in angels but did not believe they do that 
sort of work: the very orderliness and design of the universe spoke of God's awesome majesty and 
wisdom and natural law.  

As a scientist he believed putting "industrious angels" into things unknown, using them to fill the 
gap, was a scientific "cop-out".   

Personally, he spent a tremendous amount of time studying the Bible and believed history was 
under the dominion of the Creator, (but) it was never quite clear to him why God made angels, what 
their purpose was, or even how many there are. Perhaps God created them to perform the day-to-
day operations of the universe, freeing up his time to do other creative things. Maybe, maybe not! 

Similarly, Einstein kept God at the centre of his scientific endeavours throughout his life. He 
shared this ongoing passion one day with a young physics student: “I want to know how God 
created this world. I am not interested in this or that phenomenon, in the spectrum of this or that 
element. I want to know His thoughts, the rest are details.”  

 
Do you believe in angels? 
American Associated Press, last Saturday (22/12) printed the result of their recent polling - 77% of 
American adults believe in angels - that is an increase on a 2007 survey which was 60.5%. The 
newspaper stated that  the majority of scientists were shocked by this naivety. 
 
But not all scientists think that way.  There is a back-lash amongst scientists led by scientists who are 
evangelical-Christians.  They refute sterile science and firmly belief that angels drive everything - like 
sheep dogs on the farm, angels herd the universe according to the masters will. 
 
Joannes Kepler (1571-1630) believed this and so did Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones (1833-1898) 
British artist and craftsman who wrote to the controversial Oscar Wilde, "the more materialistic 
science becomes, the more I will paint angels." 
If Jesus is the 'king of angels' as suggested by Frederick Oakeley in the hymn 'O, Come all ye faithful'; 
then he may well have calmed the storm, fed the five thousand and performed miracles by the 
obedience of the angels to his voice. 
 
Our message today is a 'good news' story which does not have the slightest hint of any bad news except 
that the sheep were abandoned by the shepherds as they ran off to see the Christ-child. 
 
In our modern world where we are well-educated, intelligent, and super-reasonable to the point of 
being sickening, we are being educated to (1) only believe in what can be seen and measured and what 
sits well with academic logic (2) to hand-cuff, blind-fold and silence our most wonderful, awesome 
and glorious God who cannot be seen or measured. 
 
Like us, angels are created beings and have a free-will which some exercised against him when they 
followed Lucifer. 
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They are both messengers and ministers of God to humans - "some have encountered angels 
unawares" says the writer to the Hebrews (13.2) 
 
They minister on special occasions and are engaged in special missions of communication to God's 
creation on earth - Mary, Zechariah and the shepherds are a couple of examples. 
 
God's throne is surrounded by an 'innumerable' number of angels (Heb 12.22). 
 
They were joyful witnesses, and possibly involved in God's acts of creation - land, sea, sky, vegetation, 
animals and the pinnacle of it, humans. 
 
They participated in the giving of the law of Moses. 
 
The will be involved in the great day of judgment. 
 
Finally -  and like a great finale in classical music - it is interesting that nearly every recorded biblical 
encounter between humans and angels, humans respond with fear and trembling. 
 
At first it would seem angels are frightening to look at but it is more likely it is their beauty - so 
stunning, so unimaginable to the human eye and so beyond anything like it on earth - it knocks you off 
your feet. 
 
Well then, if they are that beautiful, so as to terrify humans, how beautiful is God? 
 
Is it any wonder, "no one has ever seen God" whose beauty must surely be and infinitely beyond 
human sight and measurement.  
 
Today, we celebrate the coming of the Christ-child - the Word become flesh, Emmanuel God with us: 
and with his coming, we can not only know Him and His thoughts, we can see Him and measure Him, 
ought we not be able to do as the angels did before the shepherds that night and sing ... "Praise God in 
heaven!  Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God."  

_____________________________ 


